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 Interspersed throughout Learning and Teaching English through the Bible: A Pictorial  

Approach are Scripture passages. Many of them are located at the bottom  of the 

page and are tied to the lesson according to either the content or the specific 

language skill. What follows in this teacher’s guide is a systematic way to teach those 

verses to your class by first coming to your own personal understanding of the Bible 

verse. In other words, this is an introduction to Bible study methods. Throughout this 

guide, you will be given opportunities to apply these principles to a Biblical passage of 

your choosing. Hopefully by going through this important process, you will be able to 

better understand the verse in its original context and determine the most important 

point(s) to communicate to your students. 

 

 

 

 
 When studying the Bible, there are several key principles to keep in mind. 

 

“The meaning of a text comes from the top down, not from the bottom up, from 

the larger units of Scripture to the smaller units.” Here is the order to look to get 

the meaning of a text: genre, big idea of the unit of thought (e.g., epistle), big 

idea of the paragraph, sentence, word.1  

 

Try to determine what the author’s intention was when he wrote what he wrote. 

It is helpful to answer this statement: 

 

__________wrote __________ because ________________________________________________ 

In other words, how would the original audience have understood what was 

said/written? It makes sense that the author wanted his audience to understand what 

he was saying, so it becomes our challenge to also understand what the author is 

communicating. 

 

It is helpful to know what genre the book you are studying falls under. By doing 

so, you won’t make the mistake, for example, of looking for historical details in 

poetry. Taking into account the genre is an important part of interpretation. Thus, 

in this guide, we first provide overall guidelines for interpreting prose and poetry 

and then specific principles for each genre. 

 

                                                 
1 Russell, Walt. (2000). Playing with fire. Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, pp. 65-66. 

INTRODUCTION 

STUDYING THE BIBLE - Overview  



Finally, and most importantly, we know that the Holy Spirit inspired the authors of 

the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) and we need Him to help us to understand, 

interpret, and apply the Scriptures.  
 

In the pages that follow, you will see the emphasis on understanding the meaning that 

the author intended, as well as understanding the intended application, or response. 

Studying the Bible, then, is a combination of information and formation. We cannot 

overemphasize prayer and the seeking of God’s wisdom and guidance throughout this 

process. The purpose in studying the Bible is not to become more knowledgeable, but 

to grow in your relationship with God, the One who has stooped down to us to have a 

relationship with us and to reveal Himself to us. The Bible is, indeed, God’s Word.  

 

 

 

 

Here are some practical steps for in depth Bible study:2 

 

Read the entire book in one sitting. This will give you a sense of what is important 

and how your passage fits into the book’s main idea. 

 

After you have read the entire book, try to write a one sentence summary.  

Keep rereading, and refining the summary. 

 

Next, outline the structure of the argument. This will give you a sense of where 

your passage fits into the overall picture. In looking at the structure, watch for 

summary statements, transitional conjunctions, and introduction of new topics. 

 

Now, focus on the section that you are studying. If it is a verse, expand the 

context to include at least one paragraph. Get the big idea of the passage. 

Then look at what the author is saying about the topic. 

 

At this point it would be helpful to rearrange the paragraph as a “syntactical 

display.” In other words, line up parallel passages, words that are repeated, 

comparisons/contrasts, etc. This will provide a visual depiction of the author’s 

flow of thought. 

 

Turn this visual into a sentence outline. 

 

 

Check outside resources. Do this after the above, so that you can better 

dialogue with the author. Look up historical and cultural background 

information. Read a devotional commentary. 
 

Again, throughout this process, continue to pray and meditate on the passage you are 

reading!  

                                                 
2 Russell, W. (2014). Lecture Notes from TTBE 517: Hermeneutics. La Mirada, CA: Biola University. 

STUDYING THE BIBLE – Practical Steps 



These Bible study steps are often divided into three categories: Observation, 

Interpretation, and Application.3 On the following pages, you are given worksheets 

(that can be duplicated for any passage you are studying) to aid you through this 

process. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Observation phase of Bible study is just that, observe anything and everything. Here 

you will note things such as: words that are repeated, argument flow, words that are 

key to the meaning of the passage, illustrations and their purpose, etc. It is simply the 

“taking notes” stage. See yourself as an investigator that is watching and watching 

some more. Ask yourself investigative type questions such as: Who? What? When? 

Where? Why? and How? The goal of this phase is to figure out what the passage is 

saying.  

 

 

 

 

 

During the Interpretation phase, the goal turns to: “What does the passage mean?” 

You are now trying to make sense of all the clues gathered during the Observation 

stage. In particular, you want to figure out what this passage would have meant to the 

original audience. To guide you in this process, ask yourself questions about the 

observations you made, such as: What does that phrase mean? Why did the author say 

that? Keep in mind that you are trying to uncover the meaning, not create a new 

meaning.  

 

 

 

 

 
Under the Application phase, you want to ask, “How can I change?” or “What does this 

mean in my context?” Furthermore, meditate on what God would have you do to 

change your world as a result of listening to the text. In other words, you want to apply 

the passage to your head, heart, and hands. 

 

Daniel Doriani says that four overarching questions to ask when applying a passage 

are:4 

“What should I do?” “Who should I be/become?” “What cause should I devote myself 

to?” and “How can I discern truth from error in this passage?” 
 

Jack Kuhatscheck suggests that in order to apply a passage, follow three steps:5 

1. Understand the original situation and the application the author intended. 

2. Figure out the broader principle. 

3. Apply that principle to our context. 

 

                                                 
3 Information for OIA page primarily from Krol, P. (2014). Knowable word: Helping ordinary people learn to 

study the Bible. Minneapolis, MN: Cruciform Press. 
4D. Doriani, Putting the Truth to Work: The Theory and Practice of Biblical Application (Phillipsburg, NJ: 

Presbyterian and Reformed, 2001).  
5 J. Kuhatschek, Taking the Guesswork Out of Applying the Bible (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1990), 33. 
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